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The Phosphorus Cycle

Mined from phosphate mineral,
phosphorus is added as a key
component to fertilizers, which are
used to grow crops for consumption
by humans and livestock. Via both
agricultural runoffs and human and
animal wastes (as well as runoffs
from mining and even natural
erosion), this valuable resource is
eventually lost to the sea.
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The Phosphorus Problem

The element phosphorus (P) provides nutrients essential to the health — indeed, the life — of
both plants and animals. In humans, it's critical to the development, structure, and functioning
of components such as our bones and teeth, as well as our muscles, cell membranes, RNA,
DNA, and more.

Grasping the phosphorus problem depends on understanding the current phosphorus use
cycle (see graphic).
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